
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact: Sarah Bank  
Date: November 17th, 2022    Phone: 212-696-8253 

Email: sarah.bank@akc.org  

 
AKC ANNOUNCES PUBLIC SERVICE DOG TITLING PROGRAM  

 
New York, NY – The American Kennel Club (AKC®) is pleased to announce that it is honoring 
dogs that work for government agencies and keep our communities safe by awarding the title of 
Public Service Dog. To be awarded a title, a dog must have worked for a minimum of two years 
and received a minimum of two certifications in its discipline from the United States Police 
Canine Association (USPCA). The AKC offers three titles to help identify the accomplishments 
of these outstanding dogs that excel in three areas:   
 

• Public Service Detection Dog (PSDD) – A detection dog is trained to locate and alert 
to a substance which may be illegal or unauthorized to possess. Examples include illegal 
narcotics, explosives, cadaver work, accelerant detection, game detection and 
contraband detection which is unauthorized to possess within a correctional facility, jail, 
or prison.  

 

• Patrol Dog (PSPD) – A patrol dog is trained in criminal apprehension, human scent 
detection, obedience, and evidence detection.  

 

• Tracking Dog (PSTD) – A tracking dog is trained to detect and follow the scent of a 
specific person and/or locating evidence on that track and to discriminate from a cross-
track (separate person).  

 
“Public Service Dogs utilize the instincts, drive and temperament that have been bred into these 
purpose-bred dogs for generations,” said Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice-President for Sports & 
Events. “They are highly trained, cherished by their units, and are an effective means for 
keeping our communities safe.”     
 
“Police K-9 Officers are an extremely important and valuable part of law enforcement in the 
country,” said Christopher Sweetwood, Ambassador for AKC Reunite’s Adopt a K-9 Cop 
Matching Grant Program and member of the AKC Board of Directors. “The AKC is proud to 
recognize the service provided by these amazing canine officers.” 
 
The AKC has an on-going relationship with the USPCA, the largest Police Canine certification 
organization in the United States.  
 
For more information about the AKC Public Service Dog titling program, please see 
https://www.akc.org/sports/title-recognition-program/public-service-dog-program/.  
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About the American Kennel Club 
Founded in 1884, the American Kennel Club is a not-for-profit organization, which maintains the largest 
registry of purebred dogs in the world and oversees the sport of purebred dogs in the United States. The 
AKC is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and 
breeding for type and function.  Along with its more than 5,000 licensed and member clubs and its 
affiliated organizations, the AKC advocates for the purebred dog as a family companion, advances canine 
health and well-being, works to protect the rights of all dog owners and promotes responsible dog 
ownership. More than 22,000 competitions for AKC-registered purebred and mixed breed dogs are held 
under AKC rules and regulations each year including conformation, agility, obedience, rally, tracking, 
herding, lure coursing, coonhound events, hunt tests, field and earthdog tests. Affiliate AKC organizations 
include the AKC Humane Fund, AKC Canine Health Foundation, AKC Reunite and the AKC Museum of 
the Dog. AKC Clubs comprise America’s largest rescue network. For more information, visit www.akc.org.  
 
AKC, American Kennel Club, the American Kennel Club seal and design, and all associated marks and 
logos are trademarks, registered trademarks and service marks of The American Kennel Club, Inc. 
 
Become a fan of the American Kennel Club on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter @AKCDogLovers 
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